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Well, it’s been one of ‘those’ seasons (it seems like every season is one of ‘those’ seasons!) with  a huge 
amount of swarming during May and a real June gap. Who’d have thought it, bees swarming!  
Thanks to Richard Allen, Barrie Powell, Jeremy Quinlan and Paul White for running the Teaching Apiary 
sessions over the season. Don’t forget to check the events listing at the end of the newsletter so you can keep 
getting your bee-fix over the winter. Barrie Powell, Jeremy Quinlan and Chris Stephens are all running 
monthly teaching/learning sessions. 

Ed. 
 

Welcome! 

We welcome: 
 Jeremy Bezant, Stephen Broughton, Laura 

Chown-Hammond, Lee Clark, Ben Cresswell, 
Elisabeth Davis, Mark Davis, Jessica Dighton, 

Thomas Dighton, Alexander Dolby, Mark Dua, Joshua 
Ferdinand, Simon Girling, Elizabeth Goddard, Ollga 

Hammond, Sarah Ives, Colin Leenders, Bruce 
Machphersone, James Mann, Janet Moy, Gary 

Nethercott, Matthew Neville, Elizabeth Noye, Emma 
Nye, Paul Postma, Beryl Read, Richard Read, Jane 

Riley, Tricia Stacey, Jacob Staddon, Steve Thompson, 
Nicola Treadgold, Nicola Turland-Noble, Roger 

Wake, Petrina Wake, Lindsey Walmsley and Allen 
Weale  

 
as this season’s new members of the Ipswich & 
East Suffolk Beekeepers Association. Hope you 
have had an interesting few months and managed 
to get ‘hands on’ with some bees. Look forward to 
seeing you at the winter meetings. 
 

BBKA Basic 

Denise Potter, Brett Bayliss, Heather Carter  and 
Steve Willingham all passed the BBKA Basic this 
season. Good work! You can now look forward to 
a year’s subscription of Beecraft magazine as a 
Christmas Present. 

 
Well done Jeremy - picking up the Padmore 

trophy from Kevin Thorn for best wax in show 
at the West Suffolk Honey Show. 
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Bee Wolf 

 
Chris Stephens caught one of these guys bothering 
one of his bees this summer. 

 

Photo of this female  bee wolf courtesy of Lesley 1

Starbuck from the facebook group ‘Wildlife of East 
Anglia’ 

 
The bee-wolf was considered quite rare, but in the 
last 20 years their population has been quietly 
expanding in the south east of England. 
Thankfully they are not a huge threat to honey 
bees…. 
 
There is a good information sheet on them at the 
BWARS website here: 
 
http://www.bwars.com/wasp/crabronidae/philanth
inae/philanthus-triangulum 
 

Safari time 

 
I couldn’t make our local Safari, but luckily I 
could get to West Suffolk’s one. What a friendly 
bunch! We started with coffee & cake at Zac 
Blackmore’s place to see a colony recovering 
from Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus (CBPV). It was 
strange to see so many subdued bees. The tell tale 
sign was masses of dead bees outside the entrance 
to the hive and even though the hive had been full 
of bees it wasn’t filling the supers like some of its 
neighbours. 
 

1 The red stripe behind the eye is the giveaway. 

A ‘swarm’ of beekeepers at Giles Youngs’ 
apiary 

 

 
There was quite a big group so we split between 
Sylvia Pettitt; Mike Graystone and Kevin Thorn. 
It’s always good to watch how experienced 
beekeepers open and examine a hive. It was the 
first time I’d seen a queen excluder put on 
diagonally then slid round square to reduce the 
chances of crushing bees. 
 
Jane ‘eagle eye’ Corcoran showed a sealed queen 
cell on new comb. I say showed. I looked and 
couldn’t see it. Even when it was pointed to I 
couldn’t be sure. Really need to up my game 
spotting queen cells - no wonder I did so poorly 
this year with swarming. 
 
The weather improved over the day, so lunch was 
nice & sunny affair then on to visit some very 
pleasant bees at Giles Youngs’ apiary and finish 
at Meg Pearson’s with more tea and cake and 
bees! 

Ed. 
 

 

 500 stings and counting: two years 

on 

I hardly get stung anymore . Last time I wrote 2

about my beekeeping progress I likened it to plate 
spinning. That analogy still applies, though now I 
have loads more plates and they are smashed to 
bits all over the floor! There were grand plans to 
get to 50 hives this season, building up from the 
20 that all successfully overwintered. By the time 
I’d built up to 30 that was enough (it did peak at 
36). How is it physically possible to check 30 
hives a week??? Especially when they’ve all 
decided to swarm in that week (OK, I’m being 

2 Getting stung on the hands doesn’t count 
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over dramatic, they didn’t all decide they wanted 
to swarm, but it felt like it). One of my bigger 
mistakes was trying a ‘three strikes & you are out’ 
with swarm cells. The idea being to just to remove 
all the swarm cells in successive examinations and 
only deal with it if they are serious i.e. after three 
weeks of rebuilding cells. It didn’t work. Do you 
know how hard it is to find every swarm cell? 
Probably my other big mistake was not marking 
all my queens. Let’s just say a few of my colonies 
swarmed this year… 
 
The season started well with a visit to BeeTradEx. 
Thankfully I went on my own as by the time I’d 
finished buying all the ‘essential’ bee related 
gubbins it was not physically possible to get 
anything else in the car, never mind a passenger. 
 
There have been a few ups & downs this season. 
Getting the lows out of the way first - swarms & 
swarms - leaving, not arriving! Mainly down to 
the ‘three strikes and out’ policy failing. Cupkits 
for queen rearing. The principle is simple. Put the 
queen in the cupkit, she lays some eggs and you 
use them to rear queens as you know their age. 
That’s all good if the queen lays eggs in the 
cupkit. In my experience she doesn’t. 
 
On the up side - adding attendants to virgin 
queens in JZBZ cages. Catch a worker and pop 
her head first into the cage, and in she goes. Can’t 
say why I found it so satisfying but it was! 
 
The other main highlight was becoming a general 
husband! I’ve been a very specific husband  for 3

quite a while and this year I decided to take the 
BBKA General Husbandry exam. Like most 
things the date seems ages away so all’s good, but 
then it creeps up on you and there is a mad panic. 
The amount of effort that’s needed in preparation 
for it is huge - it’s a very wide ranging exam. 
Thankfully I passed. Doing stuff like that make 
you realise that the more you think you know, the 
less you actually know! I’m well on the way to 
knowing nothing at all... 
 
On balance an eventful year with more highlights 
that lowlights! Let’s hope the Winter is kind to the 
bees. 

Barry Crabtree 
 

 
 

3 I’m not sure that’s the term my wife would use... 

 
 

I went into a pet shop and asked for a dozen 
bees. The shopkeeper counted out thirteen 

bees and gave them to me. 
 

“You’ve given me one too many” I said 
“That’s a freebee” she said….. 

 
 

It’s not just the police that are 

getting younger 

 

Martin Leahy (15) 
from Scotand was 
the individual 
winner at the 
International 
Meeting of Young 
Beekeepers in 
Slovakia this year  

 

(https://imyb.sk/). 
 

 
In East Bergholt, Suffolk - for the local supply of 

hives, frames and foundation, tools and other 

equipment for keeping bees. Open by arrangement - 

please email or telephone Paul White to discuss 

your requirements. 01206 299658 or 07768 634038. 

www.box-bees.co.uk; email: sales@box-bees.co.uk 

 

Richard Martin Beekeeping Supplies 
A large range of stock including: Hives in the flat, 
WBC, National and Commercial; Frames and 
foundation, honey jars, buckets, tools, bee suits, veils 
and gloves. 

 
Agent for Thorne’s of Wragby 

Little College Farm, Creeting Hills, 
Creeting St Mary. IP6 8PX 

 
Opening hours: 1 April - 30 Sept 4pm - 7pm Mon - Sat. 

At other times please call on 01449 720491 
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Where did all my honey go? 

We’re talking swarming, and if you want to miss the peak nectar flow during late July/early August, the 
worst possible date for a swarm to occur is about the 20th May. A prime swarm will leave the colony with 
dwindling numbers of foraging bees during July, and they will be just starting to build up again from early 
August leaving virtually no foragers at the time of the peak nectar flow. To add insult to injury during the 
peak flow there will be masses of larvae and house bees munching away at any stores the colony may have 
collected. 
 
So what happened to all the foragers when you needed them? When a swarm happens it takes the queen and 
60-70% of the bees, with a preference for the younger house bees, leaving behind a depleted colony that has 
to rebuild from the swarm cells that will be maturing. This departing swarm has a huge impact on the 
remaining colony over the next three months! 

 
How the foraging bee population changes after a swarm 

 
Take a look at the graph above. It shows how the number of foraging bees changes over the season after a 
swarm occurs. Say the swarm leaves on the 20th May, with an instant drop in forager numbers (it’s not a 
huge drop because the majority of the bees in a swarm are house bees). Over the first three weeks, the house 
bees that are left will become foragers, but, because more house bees left with the swarm this is not enough 
to make up for the existing foragers that are dying, so the number of foragers decreases. At the end of this 
period (mid June), and this is the surprising bit, the number of foragers builds up rapidly for weeks 4 to 6 (the 
last 2 weeks in June, first week in July). Why? Well, these are the last of the brood that the original queen 
laid when the colony was expanding quickly in late April-early May. 
 
Unfortunately now the good times end. It’s now into July, there have been no more hatching brood since mid 
June, and the foraging bee numbers are dropping and dropping. By the end of July there will be no foragers 
at all  but (belated) help is at hand.  The new virgin queen in the colony will have hatched, mated, and been 4

laying for about a week so the foragers will start to build up again - from mid August - just at the end of the 
main nectar flow. Oh well. No honey this year! 

What can you do about it? 
The amount of foraging bees available for the peak nectar flow depends critically on when a swarm occured, 
and how quickly the replacement queen gets mated and starts laying. The contour plot below shows this 
relationship. You can use it in a couple of ways. First, it can be used to predict how your honey yield might 
be affected by the swarm - look along from left to right to the date the swarm occured, then look down until 
you match the number of days it took for the new queen to start laying. The colour at that point gives the 
percentage of foraging bees that you will have available for the peak flow. 100% would have been the 
number if the colony did not swarm. 

4 some of the house bees will be press ganged into becoming foragers 
4 

 



Percentage of foragers available for the peak honey flow after a swarm. 
 
You can also use it to decide what to do if you have a swarm on a particular date. If a swarm departs very 
early in April you can be quite relaxed knowing that even if it takes nearly six weeks for the queen to mate 
there will still be a good foraging population at the time of the peak flow. However, if the swarm has gone at 
the worst time - the third week in May, then one thing that can be done to improve this situation is to 
introduce a new mated queen as quickly as possible. If a laying queen was accepted within 3 days, then the 
foraging bee population would be within 10% of the population without a swarm happening during the main 
flow. 

Barry Crabtree 

 

 
 

The birds and the bees 
 

To daughter: well, it’s like this, the queen bee 
takes off and flies out to where there are a big 
group of daddy bees, then…. oh never mind. 

 
To son: the daddy bee flies around with a big 

group of other daddy bees until they see a 
queen mummy bee flying. He chases after her 

and if he’s fast enough…. oh never mind. 

 

Chiller Bees - a tale of adaptation 

 

image from https://badbeekeepingblog.com 
 

Puerto Rico’s honeybees have adapted in just 10 
years from aggressive hybrids to a docile, 
productive and disease-resistant local strain. 
 
The American continent never had indigenous 
honeybees until European settlers brought their 
native black bee Apis mellifera mellifera to the 
new world.  These weren’t best suited to tropical 
conditions, so in 1956 a Brazilian geneticist 
imported African queens Apis mellifera scutellata. 
He had hoped to breed a hybrid with the best 
characteristics of each sub-species, but they 
escaped into the wild and the rest is history.  
 
The “Africanised killer bee” spread across the 
continent and eventually into the southern USA. 
Its name and reputation were well deserved – 
these colonies would chase and sting en masse. 
Africanised hybrids reached Puerto Rico in the 
1990s and soon interbred with the local bees. 
They terrorised the human population, causing 4 
deaths in the first three years and forcing local 
authorities to embark on a systematic programme 
of eradicating the most aggressive colonies.  Then 
Hurricane Georges devastated the island in 1998 
and the honeybee was nearly wiped out. 
 
Ten years later the honeybee population had 
recovered to their previous numbers, but 
something had changed: their former aggression 
had given way to a thoroughly chilled-out 
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docility.  What was the cause – island habitat? 
Eradication programmes?  Hurricanes?  The 
answer is probably all of these.  
 
Genetic research shows that Puerto Rico’s bees 
still carry all the genetic legacy of their forebears. 
But the honeybee has a couple of tricks up its 
sleeve.  When a queen produces eggs, her genes 
are more thoroughly shuffled than in any other 
species and the mutation rate is very high.  This 
gives the potential for highly variable offspring 
able to survive in a wide variety of environments. 
And because drones only carry one set of genes, 
any unsuitable mutations will reduce their ability 
to mate and pass these on. 
 
My take on this remarkable story is twofold: 
hybrid vigour can introduce hybrid aggression; 
and the quickest way to improve your bees is by 
selecting and breeding from your best 
locally-adapted colonies.  

Chris Stephens  
(abridged from an article by Ben Turner in New 

Scientist, 17th August 2019) 
 
 

On exposing chemical industry 
crimes 

 
An interview with Prof. Dave Goulson hosted 
by Terry Oxford, a pollinator advocate in San 

Francisco.  
 

Listen to the podcast, or read the transcript at: 
https://urbanbeesf.com/001 

 
 

Trees for bees 

 
Pollinators are dominated by plants that are more 
or less at eye level. We often don’t even notice 
tree flowers, unless they’re unusually obvious, for 
example, on horse chestnut or magnolia. And 
indeed, many big trees are wind-pollinated and so 
don’t make any effort to attract insects. Some 
trees are important for bees. Maples, including 
sycamore and our native field maple, provide both 
pollen and nectar early in the year. Also, as any 
beekeeper will tell you, willows are one of the 
most important early sources of nectar and pollen, 
although of course, only male plants produce 
pollen. Among later- flowering trees, sweet 
chestnut is an oddity. In its native Mediterranean, 

it produces a dark, strongly-flavoured honey, and 
beekeepers move their hives to take advantage of 
its flowering. But in Britain, perhaps because the 
climate is a bit cool for it, it doesn’t seem to 
produce much nectar (unless you are in East 
Anglia - Ed). Instead, the British ‘honey tree’ is 
lime (Tilia). Under the right conditions, probably 
no other plant of any kind is quite such a copious 
source of nectar, and therefore of honey. Indeed, 
the powerful scent of lime flowers strongly 
suggests honey, and lime honey is intensely and 
pleasantly flavoured (to most people anyway, 
including me). 
 
Towards the end of the flowering season, lime 
flowers secrete little nectar, but bees continue to 
visit. Bees have been recorded returning ‘empty’ 
from visiting lime trees, and dying bees (usually 
bumblebees) found below lime trees have very 
low energy reserves. So why do bees continue to 
visit lime flowers when there is little or no nectar? 
Lime flowers emit the same volatile compounds 
that bumblebees use to recruit workers to a good 
food source. However, these chemicals are 
commonly produced by many other flowering 
plants, so although they may have evolved by 
plants to attract pollinators, this is far from unique 
to limes. Lime nectar also contains caffeine, and 
recent research has shown that caffeine-laced 
nectar can persuade bees to return to the same 
flowers, even if they now offer little real reward. 
 
Abridged from an article By Dr Ken Thompson in 

Gardening Which? JULY/AUGUST 2019 
suggested by Jeremy Quinlan 

 
 

Becoming competent 

It’s hardly surprising it takes a while to become a 
competent beekeeper. You learn best when the 
feedback loop from you doing something to the 
result of your actions is immediate. Take riding a 
bike. You get on, pedal, turn the handlebars, fall 
off and it hurts. Immediate feedback. Get back on 
and try again (maybe not turning the handlebars 
so much). Before long you are riding successfully. 
The feedback loop in beekeeping is much, much 
longer (though getting stung is a much shorter 
loop!). You open up a hive, do something and 
wait. And wait. It could be weeks before you see 
the results of your actions. If you only have one 
hive it could take a lifetime to build up your 
knowledge - you probably only examine the 
colony 15 times a year! 
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So, what to do to speed up the learning process? 
Here are a few options: 

● Get more colonies 2-3 is a good number. 
● Go to the apiary teaching sessions. 
● Get more colonies. 10 is a good number. 
● Attend the safaris. 
● Spend a day with other beekeepers 

helping manage their hives. 
● Go along to bee health days. 

 
Sometimes though it's easier just to leave them to 
it if you’re not chasing the honey. They’ve been 
looking after themselves for about 100 million 
years so I’m sure they can cope… 
 

A nice warm bath 
 
Is how the Beehive Jive 
podcast is described by 
one listener. They have a 
great rapport and a very 
relaxed style.  
 
 

The Beehive Jive podcast is hosted by two 
experienced beekeeping friends: Tracey and 
Paul who keep honey bees in South London. 
They regularly chat about their adventures 
juggling bees. The most recent one covers the 
devastating effects of the chronic bee paralysis 
virus. Take a listen at: 

http://thebeehivejive.com/ 

 

Bigger is better 
A study examined how the size of a newly 
hatched queen bee affected her success. The 
results were clear. The largest queens were 
better accepted to queenless colonies, had a 
higher chance of mating and laid 
significantly more eggs.  
https://doi.org/10.2317/JKES-705.13.1 

 

The Food & Agricultural Organisation of the 
UN are conducting surveys on good beekeeping 
practices. Take a look & give your view here: 
 
http://www.fao.org/teca/forum/beekeeping/en/ 

 

 

Turned to gold: the curious quirk of 

the sunflower by Ken Thompson 

 

As every schoolboy knows, sunflowers turn to 
follow the sun. Or do they? Plenty of people must 
think so because some of the sunflower’s names 
in other languages refer directly to this behaviour, 
e.g. girasol and tournesol. 
 
Yet John Gerard in the Herball of 1597 was 
having none of it: “Some have reported it to turn 
with the sun, the which I could never observe, 
although I have endeavoured to find out the truth 
of it.” We now think we know why Gerard was 
confused: only immature sunflower heads follow 
the sun. Once the heads mature and start to shed 
pollen, they settle down and face east. But others 
were confused too, and the sunflower’s daily 
rotation was only finally established beyond doubt 
(with photographs) in the 1890s. 
 
But why do they do it? A paper in Plant Science 
looked at the evidence, and, frankly, no one really 
knows, although there’s no shortage of 
hypotheses. Plenty of plants (including 
sunflowers) have leaves that follow the sun and 
such behaviour definitely increases 
photosynthesis. So flower turning may be an 
accidental orientation of the leaves, or maybe 
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even of the photosynthetic bracts beneath the head 
itself. 
 
Or the main reason may be keeping a higher and 
more constant temperature, perhaps helping to 
attract more pollinators or speed up seed 
development. But when rotation stops, why do 
sunflowers always face east? There are somewhat 
contradictory hypotheses. Maybe facing east in 
the morning dries out dew and reduces the 
possibility of fungal infection. Or maybe, like the 
rotation itself, more rapid warming in the morning 
is about attracting more pollinators. Alternatively, 
perhaps facing east helps' to keep the flower cool 
on hot afternoons (pollen grains in particular don't 
like to be too hot). 
 
Once started, sunflowers tend to stick with the 
same routine. Confuse a sunflower by rotating it 
180 degrees at night, it carries on regardless, only 
re-coordinating with the sun after several days of 
facing the wrong way. It doesn’t look like the 
flower itself is all that important: decapitate a 
sunflower, the stump still turns. But leaves are 
necessary - remove them and movement stops. 
Not just any leaves; movement ceases if you 
remove mature leaves, but restarts as young 
leaves hit maturity. 
 
But what is a sunflower doing as it turns? Well, it 
isn’t actually turning; all that happens is the 
shaded side of the stem below the head grows 
faster than the illuminated side. So rather than II 
rotating, it is better described as tilting towards 
the sun. Which helps to explain why movement 
ceases when the flower head is mature and growth 
stops. 
 
Clearly we're still several PhD theses away from 
fully understanding why sunflowers behave the 
way they do. In the meantime, it seems to me 
trying to grow the tallest one in the 
neighbourhood is one of the least interesting 
things about them. 

by Ken Thompson 
From The Daily Telegraph Weekend Section for 24 August 2019 

Suggested by Jeremy Quinlan 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nectar, humidity, honey bees and 

varroa in summer... 
Derek Mitchell Published:10 July 2019 
Abstract 
This theoretical thermofluid analysis investigates the relationships 
between honey production rate, nectar concentration and the 
parameters of entrance size, nest thermal conductance, brood nest 
humidity and the temperatures needed for nectar to honey 
conversion. It quantifies and shows that nest humidity is positively 
related to the amount, and water content of the nectar being 
desiccated into honey and negatively with respect to nest thermal 
conductance and entrance size. It is highly likely that honeybees, in 
temperate climates and in their natural home, with much smaller 
thermal conductance and entrance, can achieve higher humidities 
more easily and more frequently than in man-made hives. As a 
consequence, it is possible that Varroa destructor , a parasite 
implicated in the spread of pathogenic viruses and colony collapse, 
which loses fecundity at absolute humidities of 4.3 kPa (approx. 30 
gm−3) and above, is impacted by the more frequent occurrence of 
higher humidities in these low conductance, small entrance nests. 
This study provides the theoretical basis for new avenues of research 
into the control of varroa, via the modification of beekeeping 
practices to help maintain higher hive humidities. 
 
Roughly translated : Colonies living in well 
insulated hives with small entrances find it easier 
to keep the humidity high. This might limit varroa 
reproduction. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2019.0048 
 

On the back of an envelope  

My friendly farmer had planted a wildflower 
mix of phacelia and marjoram right next to my 
hives in an area of about 20x80m. How much 
honey could I expect from this patch? 

 
Let’s say there were about 10 plants per square 
metre and each provided a gram of nectar per 
day, that’s 10x20x80, or 16 kg of nectar - 
approximately 2kg honey per day - that gives a 
super per week! Well worth it. 
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Book review: The Lives of Bees - 

Thomas. D. Seeley 

Thanks to some 
very heavy hints I 
had ‘The Lives of 
Bees’ given as a 
Father's Day 
present. Here’s 
what I think: 
 
Buy it!  
 
Gillian, buy it for 
the library! 
 
It’s an incredibly 
information rich 

book with every insight based on rigorous 
experiments to back it up. If you want to know 
how wild honey bees live to compare with how 
we keep them as beekeepers then this book covers 
all aspects of the wild colony lifecycle, their 
development, and adaptation to their environment.  
 
The last chapter is dedicated to how beekeepers 
might manage bees to accrue the advantages of 
bees in the wild. 
 
It’s a great book. Part reference, part eye opener, 
part wake up call. 

Ed 
 
 

October 

Wed 2nd 
7:30pm 

I&ES Meeting: The Science of 
Pollination. Hamish Symington. 
TMT: Pollen. Barry Crabtree 

Mon 7th 
 

BBKA Module 1 study group at 
Dallinghoo. 

Jeremy Quinlan 
jeremydenisquinlan@gmail.com 

01473 737700 

Thu 10th 
7:30pm 

Bee study group. Bristol House 
Shotley Gate IP9 1PJ 

Barrie Powell 
07857 656382 

beepowell.powell@gmail.com 

Wed 16th I&ES Harvest Supper.  
Menu: Elizabethan Pork / 
Provençale Chicken / Spinach, feta 

and walnut roulade followed by 
citrus apple flan, Playford Village 
Hall. Please confirm attendance 
here: 
https://www.suffolkbeekeepers.co.uk/

hs2019.php 

Sun 20th Essex BKA Conference 
Felsted School, Dunmow, CM6 
3JL  
£25 Ged Marshal, Prof Steve 
Martin & others 

https://www.swbka.org/ 

Wed 23rd 
7:30pm 

Kirton beekeeping study sessions 
Kirton Recreation Ground 
Pavilion 

chris.stephens@btinternet.com 
07850 275868. 

24-26th National Honey Show 
https://www.honeyshow.co.uk/ 

 

November 

Mon 4th 
 

BBKA Module 1 study group at 
Dallinghoo. 

Jeremy Quinlan 
jeremydenisquinlan@gmail.com 

01473 737700 

Wed 6th 
7:30pm 

I&ES Meeting: The vibrational 
world of honeybees uncovered. 
Michael-Thomas Ramsey. 
TMT: Skep Making, Neil Page. 

Thu 14th 
7:30pm 

Bee study group. Bristol House 
Shotley Gate IP9 1PJ 

Barrie Powell 
07857 656382 

beepowell.powell@gmail.com 

Wed 20th 
7:30pm 

Kirton beekeeping study sessions 
Kirton Recreation Ground 
Pavilion 

chris.stephens@btinternet.com 
07850 275868. 

December 

Mon 2nd 
 

BBKA Module 1 study group at 
Dallinghoo. 

Jeremy Quinlan 
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jeremydenisquinlan@gmail.com 
01473 737700 

Wed 4th 
7:30pm 

I&ES Meeting: Hands-on candle 
making & other bee-craft activities 
 

Thu 12th 
7:30pm 

Bee study group. Bristol House 
Shotley Gate IP9 1PJ 

Barrie Powell 
07857 656382 

beepowell.powell@gmail.com 

Wed 18th 
7:30pm 

Kirton beekeeping study sessions 
Kirton Recreation Ground 
Pavilion 

chris.stephens@btinternet.com 
07850 275868. 

January 2020 

Thu 2nd 
7:30pm 

I&ES Meeting, Kesgrave; 
Speaker: Ian Bedford: Bugs: 
Cohabit, Conserve or Control? 

TMT? [NOTE CHANGE OF 
DAY & DATE] 

Mon 6th 
 

BBKA Module 1 study group at 
Dallinghoo. 

Jeremy Quinlan 
jeremydenisquinlan@gmail.com 

01473 737700 

Thu 9th 
7:30pm 

Bee study group. Bristol House 
Shotley Gate IP9 1PJ 

Barrie Powell 
07857 656382 

beepowell.powell@gmail.com 

Wed 15th 
7:30pm 

Kirton beekeeping study sessions 
Kirton Recreation Ground 
Pavilion 

chris.stephens@btinternet.com 
07850 275868. 

  

 
For the most up-to-date list of beekeeping events, please visit: 

https://www.suffolkbeekeepers.co.uk/Events.html 
 

If you have any comments, suggestions, articles you’d like to see in the newsletter please contact me at  
barry.crabtree@gmail.com 

 
I’m always keen to hear from you. 
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